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Section A

(&) Why is the period leading up to the Prophet’s birth in Arabia often described as |
[period of ignorance]?

(b) To what extent is this description justified?

Discuss the ways in which the Hijrah enabled the Prophet to put into practice the teachings he had
received at Mecca. [20]

(a) Give an outline of the expansion of the Islamic empire in the period of the Rightly Guided

Caliphs. [12]

(b) Why did the Islamic empire expand so rapidly in this period? [8]
Section B

In what different ways is Surat al-Fatihah used in the religious life of Muslims? [20]

Referring to the surahs you have especially studied, outline and discuss the main teachings of the
Qur’an about God. [20]

(@) What are the basic teachings of the Qur'an about other revealed Books?" [12]

(b) Why, according to general belief, was the Quran revealed to the Prophet over a period of

time? [8]
Section C

(&) Outline the Muslim teachings about Zakat. [12]

(b) How does Zakat differ from Sadagah? [8]

(a) Give an account of the main features of the Muslim observance of Ramadan. [12]

(b) Explain why this observance is important to the individual and the community as a whole. [8]

Explain how belief in the Life Hereafter influences the behaviour of a Muslim in this life. [20]
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Section D

‘The Sunnah of the Prophet is a human implementation of the revealed word of God. To what
extent is this claim accurate? [20]

How relevant is the Shari‘ah to Muslim individuals and communities in the modern world? [20]
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