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Question 1 
 

A Bedouin Sheikh and an English Woman create a Guest House with a 
difference in Dahab, Egypt 

The house of the Sheikh of Dahab has been transformed into Dahab's newest holiday accommodation, 
for a holiday with a difference. Sheikh Salem House was built in 1994 by the then Sheikh of Dahab, Sheikh 
Salem. He was a much respected leader of the Sinai Bedouin 
Muzziena Tribe. He was determined to make sure that Dahab’s 
Bedouin community had the opportunity to develop their own 
business and to sustain incomes for themselves and their families 
amidst all the redevelopment of Dahab and Sinai as a tourist 
destination. The Sheikh had a large family with 34 sons and 11 
daughters. When he died in 2001, his son Twalia became the new 
Sheikh of Dahab and became responsible for the family, the house 
and the Muzziena Tribe in Dahab.

Nicole Simpkins left her job in London in search of a new life in the 
sun. Ten months ago Sheikh Salem House was an empty shell, a 
building site that looked and felt like a ruin. After the previous developers left, the Sheikh needed a solution 
that would not only be good for the house, but that would also ensure his family maintained ownership and 
an interest in the building.

Nicole sold her own house in London therefore she had some 
money available for the guest house project. The Sheikh agreed to 
a partnership deal with Nicole to ensure that the redevelopment 
could take place. The Spirit of Dahab company was  formed to 
carry out this work and the management of the building.

The guest house became a tribute to Sheikh Salem and a benefit 
to the Bedouin community in Dahab. Nicole was passionate about 
supporting Dahab's Bedouin community and preserving Bedouin 
culture in Dahab. She wanted to help them create their own 
business in Dahab before all the opportunities were taken by other entrepreneurs. The company wanted 
the Bedouin community to benefit directly from tourism in Dahab and Sinai; for example, the community 
needed to be equipped to take up jobs in local hotels and restaurants. 

By working in partnership, Nicole and the Sheikh hope they can make a difference. Nicole said, "It is a 
challenge, we have started by employing Bedouin drivers and developing our own Bedouin safaris, but we 
still have a long way to go. I plan to give English lessons to the Bedouin community and offer them the 
chance to gain valuable work experience so that they are able to get jobs in tourism. After this, the 
company will work with those who want to set up their own businesses and see how we can best support 
them." 

Nicole is a strong advocate of eco-friendly initiatives. "We are working on the guest house as an example 
of responsible tourism. We are recycling and re-using what we can, and introducing energy efficiency and 
green practices where possible. We are making the most of what we have, by composting waste and 
making new from old. This is another challenge but we are making good progress in this area too."

Fig. 1  
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Refer to Fig. 1. 
 

(a) Suggest three economic benefits of this tourism project to the local Bedouin 
community.  

1  

2  

3  [3] 

 
 
  
 (b) Identify two ways in which the project supports responsible tourism. 

1  

2  [2] 

 
 
  
 (c) Discuss the positive and negative cultural impacts that the redevelopment of Sheikh 

Salem House may have on the Bedouin Community.  
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 (d) With reference to at least one ecotourism project with which you are familiar, assess 
how the roles of public, private and voluntary sectors support ecotourism projects.  
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Question 2 
 

Fig. 2  
 
 
Refer to Fig. 2, part of a winter adventure holiday brochure. 
 

 (a) Adventure tourism activities can be divided into the following three categories: water-
based, land-based and air-based. Give one example for each category.  

Water-based  

Land-based  

Air-based  [3] 
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 (b) Explain three ways in which winter adventure tourism activities may cause negative 
environmental impacts. 

1  

 

 

2  

 

 

3  

 

 [6] 

 
 
 (c) Describe two ways in which negative environmental impacts can be minimised at a 

winter holiday destination.  

1  

 

2  

 [4] 
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 (d) With reference to examples with which you are familiar, assess how the traditions and 
lifestyles of host populations may change as a result of adventure tourism activities.  
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