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Answer one question from each section plus one question.
Section A
‘The universe is nothing but the unending interplay of the three gunas.

Discuss this view in the light of the Samkhya understanding of causation and the gunas.

‘Each of the eight limbs of Yoga is equally significant in leading to the ultimate goal.

Evaluate this view of Patanjali’'s system of Yoga.

‘There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so.

Discuss the view that Shankara ignores the moral distinction between good and bad actions.
‘Ramanuja teaches devotion to a personal God whereas Shankara teaches dedication to a
personal Absolute.

Is this a fair representation of their respective forms of Vedanta?

Section B
‘The Noble Eight-fold Path has no meaning without the ultimate goal of Nirvana.

Discuss.

‘The Kaivalya of Jainism and the Moksha of orthodox Hinduism are totally different.’

Evaluate this statement.

‘There is no difference between the Theravada Buddhist doctrine on anatta and the orthodox Hindu
teaching on atman.

Discuss.

‘Mahavira’s teaching could be summed up in the word Ahimsa.

Discuss this view of Jainism.
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Section C

‘Shiva is represented by the letter M of AUM(Om) and represents the primeval cause into
things dissolve and out of which they arise.

To what extent is this an adequate view of the nature of Lord Shiva?

Compare the main images and attributes of the shaktis Lakshmi and Kali as expressions of their
consorts.

Discuss the significance and symbolism in the spiritual life of Hindus of the half-brothers Ganesha
and Kartikeya.

Section D

‘The different dharmas of the four varnas are adequate justification for the maintenance of the
caste system.

Discuss.

‘The law of karma and the Hindu doctrine of rebirth are incompatible with the concept of free will’

Discuss.

‘Each of the four purusharthas is of equal significance.

To what extent is this an accurate interpretation of Hindu teaching?
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