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Section A

‘The Vedic hymns are evidence of a religion far more profound than simple nature worship.

Discuss.

Explain the relationship between sacrifice and creation in Hindu teaching.

‘The wisdom of the Upanishads challenges Hindus to reject the temptations of materialism.

Discuss, with reference to the texts you have studied.

Section B
“Yudhistira never fails to uphold his own high moral standards.

Discuss with reference to the religious and ethical ideas of the Mahabharata.

‘...aleaf, a flower, fruit or water ... (Bhagavad Gita 9.26)

Explain the significance of these simple offerings in the context of Krishna's teaching about
bhakti.

‘Take the course of sense and wisdom, cast all idle faith aside. (Ramayana Book 4)

Comment on the Brahmin Jabali's sceptical views and Rama'’s reply.
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Section C

‘Immersed in the experience of God . ..

‘Great as it is, the Ramacaritamanasa is a human creation, not the word of God.’
How far do you agree with this opinion?

‘This maya

mighty and bewitching

coaxes my mind and soul to sin.

According to Surdasa, what is the remedy?

Section D

‘The Indian reformers achieved change by reminding Hindus that a woman had rights as a human
being as well as traditional duties.’

Discuss.

On what grounds did Swami Dayananda Saraswati believe that the Vedas were the key to reforming
Indian society?

Discuss the attitude of Indian reformers towards Western culture and scientific education in the
period you have studied.
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