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Section A: The Road to Secession and Civil War
You must answer Question 1.

THE CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR

Read the sources and then answer the question.
Source A

The Northern States have assumed the right of deciding upon the propriety of our domestic
institutions, and have denied the rights of property recognised by the Constitution and lawfully
established in fifteen of the States. They have denounced as sinful the institution of Slavery; they
have encouraged and assisted thousands of our slaves to leave their homes and have incited
those who remain to insurrection. A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all
the States north of that line have united in the election of a man to the office of President of the
United States whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is not to be entrusted with
the administration of the common Government because he has declared that ‘government cannot
endure permanently half slave and half free’ and that the public mind must rest in the belief that
slavery is in ‘the course of ultimate extinction’.

South Carolina’s Declaration of the Causes of Secession, 24 December 1860.

Source B

My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or destroy
slavery. If | could save the Union without freeing any slave, | would do it; and if | could save it by
freeing all the slaves, | would do it and if | could do it by freeing some and leaving others alone
| would also do that. What | do about slavery | do because | believe it helps to save this Union.
What | have here stated is my purpose according to my view of my official duty, and | intend no
modification of my often expressed personal wish that all men everywhere could be free.

Abraham Lincoln, letter to Horace Greeley, 22 August 1862.

Source C

One-eighth of the whole population of the nation were coloured slaves, located in the Southern
States. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful institution. All knew that this institution
was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate and extend this institution was
the object for which the insurgents would tear apart the Union even to war, while the government
claimed no right to do more than to restrict its territorial enlargement.

Abraham Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address, 4 March 1865.

Source D

The Confederate States fought for the defence of an inherent, unalienable right to withdraw from
a Union which they had as sovereign communities voluntarily entered. The existence of African
slavery was in no way the cause of the conflict but only incidental to it.

Memoirs of Jefferson Davis, former President of the Confederate States of America, 1873.
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Source E

Economic motives did undoubtedly play a part. But infinitely more important was the fact {
secession challenged the whole ideological basis of American nationalism as understood b
Northerners. They had learnt to identify the Union with liberty and democracy and to feel that the
maintenance of its territorial integrity was vital. On both sides nationalism was the central issue
of the struggle now beginning. While the South contended for separate nationhood to maintain
its distinctive way of life based on slavery, the North fought to preserve the ideals the Union had
come to symbolise.

A modern historian’s analysis of the causes of the Civil War.

Now answer the following question.

‘Slavery was somehow the cause of the war. Using Sources A-E discuss how far the evidence supports
Lincoln’s assertion.
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Section B

You must answer three questions from this section.

2 Analyse the causes and consequences of the annexation of Texas by the United States.

3 ‘From the outset it was quite clear that the Union would ultimately be victorious in the Civil War. To
what extent do you agree with this assessment?

4  Is it correct to say that there was an ‘agrarian revolt’ in the 1870s and 1880s?

5 ‘The role of Malcolm X in securing African-American civil rights has been consistently
underestimated.’ How far do you agree with this judgement?

6  Why was Roosevelt’s victory in the 1940 Presidential election much more narrow than in 1932 and
19367

7  Assess the United States’ contribution to Allied victory in World War 1.

8 How important was the role of religion in post-war American society during the period 1945-68?
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