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Answer two questions, each from a different section.

Section A: The Sociological Perspective

1 “Sociology can and should be based on the same principles and research methods as the natural 
sciences.” Explain and assess this view. [25]

2 “The concept of childhood is socially constructed.” Explain and assess this view.  [25]

Section B: Sociological Methods

3 Assess the usefulness of longitudinal surveys in sociological research. [25]

4 “Official statistics have only limited usefulness in sociological research.” Explain and assess this 
claim. [25]

Section C: Social Differentiation and Stratification

5 “Property ownership is no longer the main source of economic and political power in modern 
industrial societies.” Explain and assess this view.  [25]

6 “Racism is the reason why many ethnic minority groups are trapped in poverty.” Explain and assess 
this claim. [25]
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