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Answer one question from each section plus one question.
Section A
‘No Purusha is bound or liberated, nor does any transmigrate; it is prakriti, abiding in mani
forms, that is bound, liberated and migrates.
(Samkhya Karika)

Explore the means of liberation/moksha according to the Samkhya/Yoga philosophy.

‘The universe is nothing but the evolution of Prakriti out of Purusha.

In the light of this quotation explain the Samkhya view of causation.

‘For Ramanuja, taking refuge in and following the will of God, not realisation of an impersonal
Absolute, is the essence of Vedanta.’ Critically consider the ways in which Ramanuja understood
Brahman.

‘Sankara teaches that Brahman is knowledge alone!

Discuss the importance of ‘jnana’ for Sankara.

Section B
‘Jainism is just an offshoot of Hinduism and has no distinctive philosophy.

Discuss.

‘Right Mindfulness is the foundation of the Noble Eightfold Path.

Discuss this view.

‘The Theravada Buddhists’ view of ‘anatta’ is an essential part of their theory of karma and rebirth.

Evaluate this view.
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Section C

‘Lakshmi as the ‘shakti’ of Vishnu no longer plays a central role in Hinduism.
Discuss.

‘Symbolised by the A and M of AUM/Om, respectively, Vishnu and Siva are the main deities of
Hinduism.

Discuss.

‘Murtis are an outward sign to lead the worshipper to the inward Reality.

Discuss.

Section D

‘The origins and purposes of the four varnas are of little relevance to a country where one sixth of
the population are Dalits/outcasts.’

Discuss.

‘For any society, the foundation is dharma.’
Discuss.
‘He who sees himself in all creatures and all creatures in himself knows no sorrow.’
(Isa Upanisad 6)

In the light of this verse, consider reasons why a Hindu might treat other people with compassion.
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