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The changing world of Athens: its friends and enemies

Read the following passage and answer the question which follows:

First, at Potidaea, at least, Athens did not act with unprovoked aggression but was reacting to
Corinthian hostility; much the same is probably true of the Megarian Decree: it was the Athenian
answer to Megarian provocation. Far more important is the fact that Pericles could not have hoped
for anything more than survival in the war he is alleged to have been careless about provoking.
It is conceivable that the average Athenian voter was more optimistic; but that Pericles positively
welcomed a war in which he had no hope of a victory but only of avoiding defeat defies belief.
Athens’ offers of arbitration may therefore be taken at their face value: Athens was trying to avoid
the war, while at the same time refusing to give way to Spartan pressure. This makes Corinthian
responsibility far greater.

J.B. Salmon, Wealthy Corinth (1997)

To what extent was the Greek world forced into united opposition to Athens in the fifth
century? In your answer you should consider the passage above and your wider reading as
well as the two passages below.

People’s feelings were generally very much on the side of the Spartans, especially as they
proclaimed that their aim was the liberation of Hellas. States and individuals alike were enthusiastic
to support them in every possible way, both in speech and action, and everyone thought that
unless he took a personal share in things the whole effort was being handicapped. So bitter was
the general feeling against Athens, whether from those who wished to escape from her rule or
from those who feared that they would come under it.

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War 2. 8

But after all — we’re all friends talking together here — why do we blame it all on the Spartans?
It was some Athenians who started it — some Athenians, mind you, not Athens, remember that,
not the City — but a bunch of good-for-nothing individuals, worthless counterfeit foreigners, bad
coin through and through. They kept denouncing Megarians — first of all their woollen cloaks, and
soon, whenever they saw a cucumber or a young hare or a piglet or some garlic or some rock-salt,
‘Megarian goods! they'd say, and had them confiscated and auctioned the same day. Well, that was
a minor thing, just normal Athenian behaviour; but then some young roisterers got drunk, went to
Megara and kidnapped their tart Simaetha; and this raised the Megarians’ hackles, and they stole
two of Aspasia’s tarts in retaliation. And that was the reason why this war erupted throughout the
Greek world: it was on account of three whores.

Aristophanes, Acharnians 509-529


http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com

3

The Roman Empire: civilisation or submission?

Read the following passage and answer the question that follows:

distorted by writers’ resorting to ‘stock’ characters and ‘stock’ descriptions of literary convention, in
preference to real facts. Telling a good story within the conventions was the primary aim. Similarly
it is important to remember we only get the Roman viewpoint ... Barbarians can be presented in
the Roman sources both as ‘noble savages’, reduced from liberty to slavery by Roman conquest,
and as mere ‘cannon fodder’ for Roman victories.

J.C. Mann & R.G Penman, Literary Sources for Roman Britain (LACTOR 11, 1996)

‘The bias of Roman writers makes it almost impossible to gain an accurate understanding
of opposition to the Romans. How far do you agree with this view? In your answer, you
should consider the passage above and your wider reading as well as the two passages
below:

The news of these events soon reached Gaul; and the Gauls, drawing what they thought was the
natural inference, invented a story that Caesar was detained by the disturbances in Rome, where
political strife was so acute, they said, that he could not rejoin his army. The prospect of such a
chance spurred them into action. They were already smarting under the subjection to Rome, and
now began to plan war with greater confidence and boldness. The leading men arranged meetings
at secluded spots in the woods, where they spoke bitterly of the execution of Acco and pointed out
that the same fate might befall them next. They complained of the miserable condition of the whole
country, and offered tempting rewards to induce some of their hearers to open hostilities and risk
their lives for the liberty of Gaul. The first step, they said, was to contrive means of cutting Caesar
off from his army before their plot was divulged ... In any case it was better to die in battle than
to resign themselves to the loss of their ancient military glory and the liberty inherited from their
ancestors.

Caesar, Gallic Wars 7. 1-2

So Caesar now ordered them to raze the whole city and Sanctuary to the ground, leaving the
towers that overtopped the others ... to show later generations what a proud and mighty city had
been humbled by the gallant sons of Rome. All the rest of the fortifications encircling the City were
so completely levelled with the ground that no one visiting the spot would believe it had once been
inhabited. This then was the end to which the mad folly of revolutionaries brought Jerusalem, a
magnificent city renowned to the ends of the earth.

To guard the site Caesar decided to leave the Tenth Legion with a few troops of horse and
companies of foot; and having now settled all the problems arising from the war, he decided to
congratulate the whole army on its achievements and to bestow suitable rewards on those whose
services were outstanding ... He thanked them heatrtily for their unfailing loyalty to him, and praised
their obedience throughout the war, shown along with personal heroism in many dangerous
situations. By their own efforts they had increased the power of their country and had made it plain
to all men that neither the number of their enemies, the strength of their defences, the size of their
cities, nor the reckless daring and brutal savagery of their warriors could ever hold out against
Roman valour, even if some of them had found in fortune a constant ally.

Josephus, The War of the Jews (Penguin, chapter 22)


http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com

4

BLANK PAGE

Copyright Acknowledgements:

Question1  © J.B. Salmon; Wealthy Corinth; Oxford University Press; 1997.

Question1  © R. Warner; Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War ; Penguin; 1972.
Question1  © A.H. Sommerstein; Aristophanes, Lysistrata & Other Plays, Penguin; 2002.
Question2  © J.C. Mann & R. G. Penman; Literacy Sources for Roman Britain; LACTOR 11; 1996.
Question 2~ © S.A. Handford; Caesar: The Conquest of Gaul; Penguin Books; (1951) 1980.
Question 2 © G.A. Williamson; Josephus, The Jewish War, Penguin Books; 1970.

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

University of Cambridge International Examinations is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of


http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice




