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Section A: The Political Development of Singapore, 1945-65

You must answer Question 1.

THE SINGAPORE GENERAL ELECTION OF 30 MAY 1959

Read the Sources and then answer the question.

When answering Question 1, candidates are advised to pay particular attention to the interpretation
and evaluation of the Sources both individually and as a group.

Source A

The Labour Front had fallen apart. Lim Yew Hock organised a new Singapore People’s Alliance
Party to fight the coming elections, but this was merely a new name for the old Labour Front
leadership with a few Liberal Socialist allies. The disclosures, rumours and allegations, which came
to light at the hearing of the commission of enquiries held in the weeks immediately prior to the
May 1959 election, lent an unsavoury air which discredited the existing Labour Front regime. By
contrast People’s Action Party (PAP) candidates offered a constructive programme of economic
and social reform. Claiming to be ‘a party founded on principle not opportunism’, the PAP leaders
promised ‘honest and efficient government’.

From ‘History of Singapore’ written by a British academic, 1977.

Source B

Lim Yew Hock said, ‘The PAP is going to win the election. This is our last chance. | propose to put
Lee Kuan Yew and a couple of others in prison.’ | said, ‘What!" He said, ‘Now look, | am not asking
you to support me, all | am asking you is to shut up and say nothing. | said ‘“Yew Hock, who are you
fighting for? We are fighting for democracy. We are fighting for the people to express their will. If
they want PAP, that is the people’s choice, though I think they are wrong. But you want to put them
in prison. If you do that | will shout from the housetops.

From an interview in 1981 with David Marshall, about a conversation with Lim Yew Hock
on the eve of the 1959 election.

Source C

Our society is still built on the assumption that women are the social, political and economic inferior
of men. This myth has been used as the excuse for the exploitation of female labour. Many women
do the same work as men but they do not get the same pay. The PAP supports the principle of
equal pay for equal work. But we also face facts. We realise it can be achieved only gradually.

The PAP has done more than just talk. We are fielding five women candidates in the election. |
appeal to women to vote for the PAP. It is the only party with the idealism, honesty and clarity to
carry out its election programme.

From a radio broadcast by Kwa Geok Choo, wife of Lee Kuan Yew, 19 May 1959.
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Source D

We have taken office because we believe that the PAP is the party most capable of discha
duties and responsibilities of the government. We are the best organised and the most co
political leadership in Singapore.

During the elections our opponents tried to frighten you against PAP government. They spread
vicious rumours that polling day would be accompanied by unrest, violence and civil commotion.
None of these things happened. The people of Singapore went to the polls in a peaceful, orderly
manner and voted in the government they wanted; a PAP government.

From Lee Kuan Yew's first radio broadcast as Prime Minister, 5 June 1959.

Source E

I have been a newspaperman all my working life and I have spent those 24 years on two Malayan
newspapers, ‘The Malaya Tribune’ and ‘The Straits Times'. | was born in Singapore and educated
here and what knowledge of newspaper work | have, | acquired in Singapore. It is with this
background that | say that not since the Japanese conquered this island in February 1942 has
the press of Singapore faced such a grave threat as it does today. On Wednesday, Mr Lee Kuan
Yew, Secretary-General of the People’s Action Party, said at a lunchtime rally, ‘Any newspaper that
tries to sour up or strain relations between the Federation and Singapore after May 30 will go in for
subversion. Any editor, leader writer, sub-editor or reporter that goes along this line will be taken in
under the Preservation of Public Security Ordinance. We shall put him in and keep him in." | have
no doubt that Mr Lee means what he says.

Lee Kuan Yew should recall those days. He was here, as were other members of PAP central
executive. So was | and numerous other newspapermen who refused to work for the Japanese. A
strange choice for a man who once opposed this same Preservation of Public Security Ordinance
in these words: ‘What the Chief Minister is seeking to do in the name of democracy is to curtail a
fundamental liberty and the most fundamental of them all — freedom from arrest and punishment
without having violated a specific provision of the law and being convicted for it.

Mr Lee cannot have his cake and eat it. He must choose between democracy and totalitarianism.
However that may be, Mr Lee should know newspapermen better. Threats will not prevent a
good newspaperman from publishing a story which he considers should be published, or from
commenting on an issue which is vital to the common good. ‘The Straits Times’ will continue
to publish the news and honest opinion, whatever the consequences, even if the Preservation
of Public Security Ordinance is invoked against individual newspapermen. Mr Lee should think
again.

From the editor of ‘The Straits Times’, 20 May 1959.

Now answer the following question.

How far do Sources A—E support the view that the PAP won the 1959 General Election because of
its honesty and the quality of its election programme?
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Section B

You must answer three questions from this section. You must support each answer with ex
drawn from at least three countries.

2  ‘The establishment of colonial rule before 1914 was a result of strategic and political factors rather
than economic considerations.” How far do you agree?

3 To what extent did colonial rule have a positive impact on the economic development of Southeast
Asia before 19417

4  Assess the impact of urbanisation on the social development of Southeast Asia before 1941.

5 ‘Nationalist movements were dependent for their success more on the personality of their leaders
than on ideology.” How far do you agree with this view?

6  To what extent were the colonial powers reluctant to decolonise?
[You must not use examples drawn from Singapore to support your answer.]

7 How far was the military responsible for creating political and economic stability in newly-
independent states?
[You may include Thailand in your response.]

8 How successful were moves towards regional co-operation between newly-independent states up
to ¢.19807?

Copyright Acknowledgements:

Question 1 Source A © C M Turnbull; A History of Singapore 1819-1975; Oxford University Press; 1977.
Question 1 Source E  © The Straits Times; 20 May 1959.

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the

publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

University of Cambridge International Examinations is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of


http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice




