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Answer two questions, each from a different section.

Section A: The Sociological Perspective

“Functionalist theorists have exaggerated the amount of consensus in society.” Explain and assess
this view. [25]

Assess the realist theory that there are more similarities than differences between sociology and

the natural sciences. [25]

Section B: Sociological Methods

“Official statistics provide a distorted picture of social reality. For this reason, they have little value
in sociological research.” Explain and assess this view. [25]

“Much can go wrong when carrying out covert participant observation. The risks with this research

method outweigh the rewards.” Explain and assess this claim. [25]

Section C: Social Differentiation and Stratification

“Post-modernist writers have exposed the weaknesses in traditional sociological theories of class.”
Explain and assess this view. [25]

“In modern industrial societies, the poor are trapped in poverty by their dependence on welfare
benefits.” Explain and assess this view. [25]
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