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1 (a) Directed Writing 
 

Band 
1 

9–10 
Discriminating sense and understanding of audience, form, purpose conventions 
and effects, underpinned by a fluent, highly accurate reworking of the material in a 
highly appropriate style. 

Band 
2 

7–8 
Proficient grasp and appreciation of audience, form, purpose and conventions and 
effects supported by an informed and engaged reworking of the material in a 
consistent, appropriate and generally fluent style. 

Band 
3 

5–6 
Competent understanding of audience, form, purpose conventions and effects, 
supported by an adequate reworking of the material in a measured style, perhaps 
containing a few lapses in accuracy and expression. 

Band 
4 

3–4 
Essentially sound but uneven sense and understanding of audience, form, purpose 
conventions and effects, supported by some engagement in reworking the material 
but marked by several lapses in accuracy and expression. 

Band 
5 

1–2 
Basic and limited sense and understanding of audience, form, purpose conventions 
and effects; limited engagement with reworking the material and marked by frequent 
lapses in accuracy and expression and/or an inappropriate grasp of intent and style. 

Band 
6 

0–1 
Wholly inappropriate sense of audience, form, purpose conventions and effects; 
brief or confused work and/or marked by highly limited accuracy and expression. 

 
 
 (b) Commentary on language and style 
 

Band 
1 

13–15 
Discriminating, detailed, very comparative and highly informed appreciation and 
awareness spoken and/or written language; highly focused on effects created by 
conventions, form and style, purpose; very selective and close references to texts. 

Band 
2 

10–12 
Proficient, consistent appreciation awareness of spoken and/or written language; 
analyses texts with good degree of awareness of conventions, form and style, 
purpose; selective and relevant use of and reference to texts. 

Band 
3 

8–9 

Steady and mainly focused appreciation and awareness of spoken and/or written 
language; comments on texts are measured if not fully developed at times and 
show understanding of conventions, form and style, purpose; some relevant use of 
and reference to texts. 

Band 
4 

6–7 
Some engagement and partial appreciation and awareness of spoken and/or written 
language; occasional but undeveloped comments on some aspects of conventions, 
form and style, purpose; partial use of and reference to texts. 

Band 
5 

3–5 
Basic appreciation and awareness of spoken and/or written language; generalised 
and limited analysis of conventions, form and style, purpose; listing of features 
without further comment; limited textual reference. 

Band 
6 

0–2 
Very limited appreciation and awareness of spoken and/or written language; 
tendency to focus on content or engage in unfocused, fragmented ideas; brief or 
confused work. 
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Band 
1 

22–25 

Discriminating and sophisticated comparative appreciation of forms and 
conventions of texts, including spontaneous speech; detailed and incisive 
understanding of effects; highly sensitive to how purpose, context and audience 
shape meaning; highly perceptive grasp of voice and linguistic techniques. 

Band 
2 

18–21 

Engaged and consistent response, demonstrating very informed comparative 
appreciation of forms and conventions of texts, including spontaneous speech; 
proficient awareness of effects; focused grasp of how purpose, context and 
audience shape meaning; detailed appreciation of voice and linguistic techniques. 

Band 
3 

14–17 

Relevant and steady comparative awareness of forms and conventions of texts, 
including spontaneous speech; controlled and measured awareness of effects; 
generally informed understanding of effects and how purpose, context and 
audience shape meaning; competent appreciation of voice and linguistic 
techniques. 

Band 
4 

10–13 

Generally relevant and mainly comparative awareness of forms and conventions of 
texts, including spontaneous speech; sound awareness of effects; generally steady 
understanding of effects and how purpose, context and audience shape meaning; 
sound appreciation of voice and linguistic techniques. 

Band 
5 

6–9  

Basic awareness of forms and conventions of texts, including spontaneous speech, 
but lacking a fully comparative approach; adequate awareness of effects; some 
informed understanding of effects and how purpose, context and audience shape 
meaning; limited appreciation of voice and linguistic techniques. 

Band 
6 

2–5 

Rather limited and partial awareness of forms and conventions of texts, including 
spontaneous speech; a small degree of awareness of effects; general 
understanding of effects and how purpose, context and audience shape meaning; 
very limited appreciation of voice and linguistic techniques. 

Below 
Band 
6 

0–1 

Minimal awareness of forms and conventions of texts, including spontaneous 
speech; little awareness of effects; sparse understanding of effects and how 
purpose, context and audience shape meaning; little appreciation of voice and 
linguistic technique; very brief/fragmented; very unfocused. 

 


