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Drama: the idea of tragedy

Read the following passage and answer the question that follows:

“An entire history of violence marches towards its violent but valid retribution.”
R. B. Fagles & W. B. Stanford, Aeschylus: The Oresteia

Explore critically the relationship between violence and revenge in tragedy. In your answer
you should consider the passage above and your wider reading of tragedy, as well as the
two passages below:

JOCASTA: Come then, have you a hand to help your mother?
If you could kill your father...this remains
For you to do....Then let me take his sword,
The sword that killed my husband — no, not husband,
Father-in-law....Where shall | strike? My breast?
Where plant the weapon — in my naked throat?...
You know where you must strike — no need to choose —
Strike here, my hand, strike at this teeming womb
Which gave me sons and husband!

CHORUS: She is dead.
Her hand dies where it struck, the sword falls out
Expelled by the strong rush of blood.

Seneca, Oedipus, 1032—-41

MESSENGER: A ghastly wrestling then began;
He struggled to raise up his knee, she tugged him down.
If he used force, he tore the flesh off his old bones.
At length the King gave up his pitiful attempts;
Weakened with pain, he yielded, and gasped out his life.
Now, joined in death, daughter and father — such a sight
As tears were made for — they lie there...

CHORUS: Today we see the will of Heaven, blow after blow,
Bring down on Jason justice and calamity.

Euripides, Medea, 1214-21, 1231-32
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2 Gods and heroes: the importance of epic

Read the following passage and answer the question that follows:

in their function to the production of offspring and the performance of household duties, and tha
the meaningful social relationships and the strong personal attachments were sought and found
among men’

M. I. Finley: The World of Odysseus (1954)

Explore critically Finley’s view that the relationships between men were more meaningful
than those between a man and a woman. In your answer you should consider the passage
above and your wider reading, as well as the two passages below:

Odysseus is speaking to Penelope:

‘What a strange woman you are!’ he exclaimed. ‘The gods of Olympus gave you a harder heart
than any other woman. No other woman would have steeled herself to keep so long out of the
arms of a husband who had just returned to her in his native land after twenty wearisome years.
Well, nurse, make a bed for me to sleep in alone. For my wife’s heart is as hard as iron.

‘What a strange man you are, said the cautious Penelope.‘ | am not being haughty or contemptuous
of you, though I’'m not surprised you think | am. But | have too clear a picture of you in my mind
as you were when you sailed from Ithaca in your long-oared ship. Come, Eurycleia, move the
great bed outside the bedroom that he himself built and make it up with fleeces and blankets and
brightly coloured rugs’

Homer Odyssey 23, 168—180

Camilla meets Turnus:

The princess Camilla came to meet him with her Volscians in battle order. Under the very gates of
the city she leapt down from her horse, and all her squadron followed her example, dismounting
in one flowing movement. These were her words: “Turnus, if the brave are right to have faith in
themselves, | dare to meet the Trojan cavalry — this is my undertaking — and go alone against the
horsemen of Etruria. Give me leave to try the first hazard of war, while you stay on foot by the walls
and guard the city’

At these words Turnus fixed his eyes on this formidable warrior maiden and replied: ‘O Camilla,
glory of Italy, | cannot hope to express my gratitude in words or deeds. But now, since that spirit of
yours knows no limits, come share with me the heat of battle.’

Virgil Aeneid 11, 498-512

© UCLES 2014



4

BLANK PAGE

Copyright Acknowledgements:

Question1  © ed. R Fagles & W Stanford; Aeschylus; The Oresteia; Penguin Books Ltd; 1975.
Question 1 © ed. E F Watling; Seneca; Four Tragedies and Octavia; Penguin Books Ltd; 1966.
Question 1 © ed. P Vellacott; Euripides, Medea and Other Plays; Penguin Books Ltd; 1963.
Question 2  © trans. Rieu; Homer; The Odyssey; Penguin Books Ltd; 2003.

Question2  © trans. West; Virgil; The Aeneid; Penguin Books Ltd; 1991.

Question 2 © Finley; The World of Odysseus; New York Review Books Classics; 1956.

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

Cambridge International Examinations is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local
Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.

© UCLES 2014




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


