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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 

scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 
• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 

question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade 
descriptors in mind. 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 1 
Do not allow answers which are copied directly from the text. 
Candidates must use the word(s) exactly as printed in the question.

1(a) 䦈⣇î 1  

1(b) Ěî㸗 1  

1(c) Ěì䱜 1  

1(d) ÞĨäǔ ǌؼä 1  

1(e) ê▧ 1  

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

2(a) ᒖ⣇þ▧�䤈äیä�úþä 1  

2(b) ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨìþṠ�Ṡ�ð⃤ìĨĨ�䤈⁩î 1  

2(c) ęìǎ˄ ï�ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨᒖìǎ˄ ï 1  

2(d) åä ǔؼ�ė⁩îĨî➳�ęìĨü䏩 1  

2(e) îäìĨ䣀äí�䣀äíĨñ⁏� ǔ ǎ̔ 㘬 1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 3 
Candidates must not copy word for word from the text.

3(a) ĨㅎĨė㍉㥀Ĩ஗㸦Ĩ࢑㶩Ĩ㈉ĨĨøä䯆äရĨຝĜĨƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ĨĨþìĨĨĨĨĨĨÝĨᒖ䜫Ĩ䔽Ĩė㈀Ĩ޻Ĩ✇Ĩä⨍ 2  

 Ĝ䞀Ĩ ǖʆĨう�Ĩ ǖʆĨ ǎ̔ ǔؼĨ⸁Ĩ ǌחĨęþĨ㩓ĨðäĨ䞀ĨေĨਏĨðǍ˄Ĩ㈉ĨüäĨ䐲㈀ 1  

 Ĝ䞀ĨᓧうĨ䮨ᷚĨㅎĨⱖĨĚ ĄǌɟĨ�⨾ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨęþĨĨîþä 1  

3(b) Ý䞀Ĩçä ǕɟäĨㅏĨ㈉ĨðäĨîþäĨ䞈ĨㅏĨ⯞ĨㅏĨ䗂Ĩė㫱ỜĨᱍ 3  

 Ĝ䞀ĨᒖᜯĨ௖ࢲ�Ĩ䆀Ĩė䁡äìĨ⇮ĨÞ⚩äĨĨĚì䱜ĨㅎĨĨĕäî⁏ĨᄹĨ㈉ĨᡱĨ䞀Ĩ䤈ৄĨė㧦Ǎ Ĩ˄䗂Ĩė㫱ỜĨᱍ 1 ⮫➟äĨ䆀Ĩⴶ 
 ĨþìĨçä Ǖɟä�   

 ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĜ䞀Ĩ ǖʆĨ㻬Ĩ䗂うĨ⇮Ĩ〨Ĩė㍉㥀Ĩ ǌ ǎҍ⨎ 1 ė䔘 ǔ˶ äĨ�Ĩė㍉㥀Ĩěî⁩ 
 ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĜ䞀Ĩìᣅ䁡Ĩ䮨ᷚĨĚîþ➳ĨㅎĨ䤊ä⨍ĨĨ䆀Ĩė䔘うĨüäĨ〪Ĩ䞈Ĩ䔽Ĩ䂬ï㑔 1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

3(c) Ĩ ĨĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨĨç䗃ᣅþĨþìĨĨĨĨĨĨĨÝė㈀ĨîþäĨ䞀Ĩᓧ⸗Ĩ൯ĨĨ䗂う㈉ĨⱖĨ⸘ĨĨĖ㥀㈉Ĩ⠉ĨĨò㰤Ĩ࢑㶩Ĩ㈉ĨĨøä䯆ĨäရĨěᒯ 3  

 ൯Ĩ ǔ˄ うĨĒ⮪Ĩ Ǘח⪕ĨĨĖ㥀Ĩ䨛ä䞀Ĩᓧ⸗ 1  

 ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ�ç䗃ᣅþĨþì   

 Ĝ䞀Ĩ ǖʆ ǎ̔ ǔؼĨĨ䗂うĨ஗㸦Ĩ䚽Ĩ〪Ĩ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩěþうì 1  

 ĨĨ䗂うĨ䨕ìĨ䦈äþîĨ〪Ĩ䞀Ĩ⍠ĨęþĨîþäĨ䔽ĨᙕĨ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩ✇ĨĨĨĜᓧ䜫 1 Ĩ䞀Ĩ䔽Ĩ൯Ĝ 
3(d) 䗂ĨĨ䭆 Ǐɝ㩕Ĩ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩ䜪îĨ㿂Ĩ✇Ĩ࢑㶩Ĩ㈉ĨĨøä䯆äရĨᒒᱴĨǔ ǎɟþᄆĨㅏ䞀ĨㅎĨဲĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ĨîᨴĨĨĨÝ  4  

 ĨⵇĨėþî䔘ᜯ⽃Ĩ஗䯐�Ĩ ǖ Ǖח㍉ĨĜ䞇ᨴĨ ǔ˄ う 1  ǖ Ǖח㍉Ĩ஗䯐�ĨĜ䞇ᨴĨ ǔ˄ うĨ䔽 
 䞇ᨴĨ ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩ䝊䯎Ĩ╌Ĩ䗂うĨĨĨ㻇 Ĩ䞇ᨴĨ ǔ˄ うĨ⽃�ĨĜ 1 Ĝ䞇ᨴĨ䭇ìĨēᵘ� ǔ˄ Ĩ⸗Ĩĕ ǖɟ 
 Ĩ⩼㱇ĨîþäĨ㮧ęìǎ˄ïĜ䞇ᨴ ǔ˄ う 1  

 ǔ˄ うĨ⽃Ĩ䤈ĴǔƶĽǍšĨ�ĨÅ Ǖ ǔ˶Ĝ䞇ᨴ 1 Ĝ䞈Ĩᒖìǎ˄ ïĨㅎĨ⅃ Ǖ ǔ˶ ĨîþäĨ䤈ĴǔƶĽǍšĨᣆþĨㅎĨ႟ Ǘ˄ 䁡ĨîþäĨóä㱇äĨ㈉Ĩúì Ĩ
�䔽Ĩǔ ǎɟᄟĨ䞈Ĩ ǖ̵ ➟þĨ䮪Ĩ� 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

3(e) ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ĨᓕĨĨĨĨĨÝ䞈ĨㅏĨïäîĨⵇĨ㐗䯀ïĨ㠪ĨㅎĨė㍉㥀Ĩ࢑㶩Ĩ㈉ĨĨøä䯆äရĨĚ ǔؼß 3  

 Ĝ䞀ĨᓧうĨ⽃Ĩ ǖ Ǖח㍉ĨⵇĨėþî䔘ᜯ 1  

 ĨཔĨÛᓄĨⵇĨĨü䦂ïĨÛĨ㮧䞀ĨᓧうĨę⪌þĨì⊯ÛĜ 1  

 Ĩ䆀ĨüäėĨǎ˄îĨౄĨㅎĨúìĨîþäĨǍ˄ Ǘ˄ 䁡Ĝ䞈Ĩ⽃ĨਏĨê▧Ĩ�Ĩ䞀ĨᒖᜯĨ䤈Ǎ˄Ĩ⽃ 1  

Quality of Language – Accuracy  [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
 Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on 
questions 

where a candidate scores 0 
Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 4 
Candidates must not copy word for word from the text. 

4(a) ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ Ĩ˄ᓕĨĨĜㆁĨ ǖ̵ ➟þĨㅎĨçä ǕɟäĨ㈉Ĩ䗂うĨ䔙ĨĨä⨍Ĩ޻Ĩ✇Ĩ䯎Ĩė䔘äᣅ䔘Ĩ䆀Ĩ䤈䗃ìĨㅎĨ⃤Ĩ␰Ĩ䕪ä 3  

 ĨĨ╌Ĩ䗂うĨĨęìǎ˄ ïĨ㻇ĨîþäĨÛ஗䯐Ĩ䆀Ĩ ǖ Ǖח㍉ĨäမĨúþ㧝〨䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ 䜫Ĝ 1  

 ĨĜ䞀Ĩᓧ䜫ĨäမĨóä㱇äĨ㈉Ĩúì 1  

 Ĝ䞈 ǖ˄ ⸗ĨৠĨ〨Ĩė㍉î�ĨďþⵇîĨ䆀Ĩü⁏Ĩ ąüäîþì�Ĩáǌ˄ìĨⵇĨü⁏ 1  

4(b) ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄îᨴĨĨĨĨĨĨĨÝᏽĨ䇾ĨㅏĨⵇĨ䗂⸗Ĩ㜟㰐ĨㅎĨ㧥Ǎ˄ĨðäĨㅎĨ ǖ֫ ỜĨĨĨĨ

Ĝ䞈ĨᷚĨåä ǔؼĨ஗䯐

 4  

 ĨĜᏽĨ䯉ĨㅏĨïä䯀äĨ䎁ĨûⵇĨⵇĨüä  1  

 ðäĨĜᏽĨ䯉Ĩǎ˄ ìĨîä ǖӒĨĚî㸗Ĩ⪌ĨûⵇĨⵇ  1  

 ĜᏽĨ㵐Ĩ㼩ĨĚ⸗䔘� ǖ֫ ï㻭  1  

 Ĩ ǎ׏äĜä䯈Ĩ䭇ìĨčŲƕƎǖƹƙäĨ�Ĩ䯉Ĩ㑔䐁Ĩ╌Ĩ ǖ֫ ï㻭〨ĨüäìĨĨ䣶⁩  1 Ĩ〨Ĩė䔘äìĨ䣶⁩Ĩ⮻ⵇ�ㅋ 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

4(c) Ĩ Ĩ Ĩ Ĩ ĨÝ䞀Ĩç ǔ˄ 䏩ĨㅏĨ㈉ĨðäĨîþäĨ䞀Ĩ䞈îĨ⸗Ĩė㈀Ĩú⃵äĨęìǎ˄ïĨⵇĨ☉ĨĖ㥀 3  

 Ĝ䞀ĨᓧうĨ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩ䤈 ǔ˄ äᏠĨęþ 1  

 ĨĜ䞈Ĩ䯉Ĩ䜫Ĩ⮫➟äĨ䆀ĨƼƅǎ ƸǌƱĨǎ˄ í 1  

 Ĝ䞈Ĩ㐔ĨĘǗ ǌɟĨê▧ĨㅎĨ႟ Ǘ˄ 䁡 1  

4(d) ĜㆁĨü஘Ĩç ǔ˄ 䏩ĨþìĨĨ㈉ĨðäĨîþäĨㆁĨ ǖ̵ ➟þĨㅎĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ Ĩ Ĩ Ĩ Ĩ Ĩ�Ĩ☉Ĩę⚾ດĨ� 3  

 ĜĨ䞈ĨĨᒖᜯĨ䤈Ǎ˄Ĩ☉ĨĨ䆀Ĩîä㹸Ĩ⮻ⵇĨ䆀ĨėþᷚĨĨû⣇ĨㅎĨ䗂うĨ⸁ 1  

 ⮫➟äĨ䆀Ĩ႟ Ǘ˄ 䁡Ĝ 1  

 ėݵĨ᛭ Ĩu ǖɟĨęìǎ˄ïĨĜ䞈Ĩėǎ˄ 䓕ĨĨǍ˄ Ǘ˄ 䁡Ĩ䆀 1  

4(e) ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ĨĨĨþìĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨÝ䞈Ĩ㽟Ĩė㈀Ĩ ǔ˄ Ǎ˄Ĩ਋ⰔĨ䯎Ĩ႟㬋Ĩ䆀Ĩü⸡Ǎ˄Ĩ䆀Ĩú⁔Ĩ㈉ĨúⰖäĨĨĨĨę▥äîĨĨ⶝äĒ 2  

 ėǎ˄ ⁶ĨîþäĨཔĨĨ޻Ĩ✇åℶì�ĨĨ㻽Ĝ䞀  1  

 Ĩ䗂うĨ䦈äþîĨ䕉⸡Ǎ˄޻Ĩ✇ĨĜ䞀 㶩Ĩ㈉Ĩ䭆࢑ 1  Ǐɝ㩕ĨĨęìǎ˄ ïĨîþäĨáうĨ⽃Ĩ
ĨỡĨü⁩ßĨþĜ
þ⸗Ĩñïî 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Quality of Language – Accuracy  [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
 Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.   
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on 
questions 

where a candidate scores 0 
Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 

 
  



9676/02 Cambridge International A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2018 
 

© UCLES 2018 Page 13 of 17  
 

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 5 
 
Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response) 
 
• Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line. 
• If the answer to either (a) or (b) is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely. 
• If the answer to 5(a) exceeds 150 words, insert a slash after the 150th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
• If the answer to 5(b) exceeds 50 words, insert a slash after the 50th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 

Content marks – Summary 
Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this exercise, but excessive reliance 
on the text will reduce the language mark. 

The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points): 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

5(a) Ý䞀Ĩ〰ĨĨㅏĨ䭆 Ǐɝ㩕Ĩ䆀Ĩěîǌ˄Ĩ㈉ĨðäĨîþäĨ䞀ĨᓧうĨė㈀Ĩä⨍Ĩ޻Ĩ✇Ĩ⪌ĨĖ㥀ĨĨ╌Ĩ㩔äἶĨ㈉ĨėᏠî⣉Ĩė䔘þì
Ĝ䞀ĨᓧうĨė㈀Ĩä⨍Ĩ✇Ĩ㶟ĨĖ㥀

Text 1

• Ĝ䞀ĨေĨ⮻ⵇĨðǍ˄Ĩ㈉ĨüäĨ䐲㈀Ĩ䞀ĨᓧうĨęìǎ˄ ïĨਏ 
• Ĩ⨾Ĝ䞀ĨᓧうĨ䗂うĨ㈉Ĩⱖ  
• Ĝė䜫Ĩ޻Ĩ✇ĨęþĨ〪Ĩ䔽ĨĚîþ➳Ĩ㨉Ĩ䞀ĨåℶìĨ䮨ᷚĨĚì䱜  
• Ĝ䞀Ĩᒖ䜫Ĩ䂒ĨⷑäĨ䮨ᷚĨĚî㸗  
• Ĝ䞀Ĩᓧ⸗Ĩ൯Ĩ ǔ˄ うĨĒ⮪Ĩ Ǘח⪕Ĩ⸗Ĩ⍛Ĩ⽦Ĩ䗂うĨ䦈äĨþîĨĖ㥀Ĩ⸁  
• Ĝ䞀ĨᓧうĨĒ⮪Ĩ Ǘח⪕Ĩ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩěþうì  
• Ĩᒖ䜫ĨĨîäìě ǔʠĨ䤈ĴǔƶĽǍšĨîþäĨ ǖ Ǖח㍉ĨⵇĨėþî䔘ᜯĜ䞈 

Text 2

• Ĝ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩ䗂⸗Ĩ❅ḝĨ䤈 ǔ˄ äᏠ  
• Ĝ䞀ĨᓧうĨ䗂うĨ㩔äþĨĨ☉Ĩ㦇äþĨ䗂ßĨ䔙Ĩ䎁 

10  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

5(a) 䞀Ĩ〰ĨㅏĨ䭆 Ǐɝ㩕 
Text 1

• ஗㸦Ĩ䆀Ĩ㝼㽐Ĩ䥚ä⨍Ĩ䔽Ĩ޻Ĩ✇Ĩ䞀Ĝ 
• ஗䯐ĨĨ⅃ Ǖ ǔ˶ Ĩîþä Ĩౄî䮩ėĨ䞀Ĩ ǌ ǌږĨⵇĜ 
• 㮧Ĩ⩼㱇ĨîþäĨïǎ˄ęìĨ䥚うĜ 
• 㻇ĨĨėþî䔘ᜯĨîþäĨ ǖ Ǖח㍉ĨⵇĨ䥚うĨ⽃Ĝ  

Text 2

• ĜĜ䞈Ĩ䥻ìĨ䞉Ǘ ǌɟĨ〨Ĩóä㱇äĨ㈉ĨúìĨ�䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ ⸗ĨৠĨ〨Ĩü⁏ĨüäîþìĨúþ㧝〨  
• Ĝ䞈ĨᷚĨåä ǔؼĨ஗䯐Ĩ〪ĨᒒĨ〰ĨüäìĨ䣶⁩ĨຝĨ䤈䗃ìĨᱍ  
• Ĝ䞈Ĩåä ǔؼĨęìǎ˄ ïĨ☉Ĩ〪ĨᒒĨ⍠ĨüäìĨ䣶⁩Ĩᱍ  
• Ĝþ⸗Ĩęìǎ˄ ïĨñïîþĨĜáうĨ⽃  
• Ĝ䞈ĨĚîþ➳ĨਏĨ ǔ˄ Ǎ˄Ĩ਋ⰔĨ䯎Ĩ႟ Ǘ˄ 䁡  
• ĨཔĨęï ǖ˄Ĝ䞇ᨴĨ ǔ˄ うĨėǎ˄ ⁶Ĩîþä 
• ĨĨĜ䞀Ĩᒖ䜫Ĩ޻Ĩ✇Ĩ䥚ä⨍Ĩ䦈äþî 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Content marks – Response to the Text 
 
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and the 
ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners. 

5(b) ĨĜㆁĨ ǖ̵ ➟þĨㅎĨ䥞äîĨຊäĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ Ĩ Ĩ Ĩ Ĩ ĨÝĨ䞀ĨᓧうĨä⨍Ĩ޻Ĩ✇ĨĨ ǖחþìĨ㈉ĨĐßĨîþäĨĐßㅏ  
 

5 Very good              
 Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of flair and 

imagination, a capacity to express a personal point of view. 

4 Good 
 Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates but work still shows 

an ability to express a range of ideas, maintain interest and respond to 
the issues raised. 

3 Sound 
 A fair level of interest and ideas.  May concentrate on a single issue, 

but there is still a response to ideas in the text. 

2 Below average 
 Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum.  May disregard the element of 

response to the text, and write a largely unrelated free-composition. 

0-1 Poor 
 Few ideas to offer on the theme.  Banal and pedestrian.  No element of 

personal response to the text.  Repeated error. 

5  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Quality of Language – Accuracy  [5] 
 

5 Very good 
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 
prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 
accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 

 

 
 


