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Mark schemes should be read in conjunction with the question paper and the Principal Examiner Report for 
Teachers. 
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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 

scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 
• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 

question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance Not allowed responses 

1  ( )  / 1 I work as a secretary  

2   /  . 1 at a wool factory.  

3   /   1 I have a very busy day.  

4       / 1 I am responsible for  

5     /. 1 many things in the office. Reject: عديدة 

6    /    1 Every day I have to prepare  

7  /  /  /  1 different documents,  

8    / 1 answer letters  

9  /   /  . 1 and work with customers.  

10  /  1 The work is interesting  

11    /   . 1 but it requires 
much patience. 

 

12      /   /
 

1 In the afternoon at half past twelve   
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Question Answer Marks Guidance Not allowed responses 

13 /     . 1 I have a break for lunch.  

14  /    1 I usually go to the coffee shop  

15  /  /    . 1 opposite the factory.  

16   /   1 I order a main course Reject: آمر    

17  /. 1 and a dessert.  

18 .     /   1 I prefer going with my colleague, Lamia.  

19  /  /  /  1 She is the head  

20   /  1 of the financial department,  

21   /      
.

1 and she is good at calculations.  

22   1 Last week we attended   

23 .    /  /  1 a conference about the history of wool.  

24     /  / 1 The wonderful story of wool began  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance Not allowed responses 

25    1 when primitive people started  

26  1 covering themselves  

27      1 in the woolly skins of the wild sheep  

28   /  .   1 that hunters killed for food.  

29     1 In using sheepskins,   

30    /   
 /  

1 early tribes had discovered a strong 
material 

 

31    / 1 which gave them protection  

32   1 from heat and cold,  

33 .   1 from wind and rain.  

34  /      1 Sheep then began to be kept for their 
milk, 

 

35 /     /  /. 1 meat and valuable wool.  

36   /  1 There are nearly one thousand million  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance Not allowed responses 

37    / 1 sheep in the world.   

38  1 They are able to survive  

39  /   1 in a range of climates  

40 .    1 and are easy to care for.  

 
Where a candidate gives more than one version for a part, accept only the first version given. 
 


